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It is a great pleasure for me to write this message for the volume of 13th Annual Research Symposium 
of NBRO at the juncture where NBRO remarks 40th year since its inception in 1984. As NBRO embarks 
on the symposium for 2023, on the theme of "Building Resilience: 40 Years in Retrospect," it reflects 
the four decades of its journey and reaffirm our commitment to creating safer and more resilient 
communities in the face of evolving and uncertain challenges.  The symposium theme highlights our 
dedication to understand the ever-changing dynamics of disaster management and sustainable 
development.  

This volume covers a range of sub themes such as Technology Advancements for Landslide Risk 
Management, Innovations in Resilience Buildings, Empowering Communities for Resilient Settlements 
and Sustainable Environment for Healthy Living. NBRO has partnered with eminent researchers, 
practitioners, policymakers, and experts in disaster management, both locally and internationally. It is 
through the collaborative efforts of passionate individuals and interdisciplinary teams that we unlock 
new possibilities and pave the way for progress.  

This symposium serves as a valuable platform for researchers associated with NBRO and their 
counterparts to engage in the exchange of ideas, knowledge, and experiences. We believe that 
fostering such collaboration is essential for advancing the field of disaster management. 

NBRO wish to extend its gratitude to Ministry of Defence and agencies under its purview, government 
authorities, disaster management agencies, universities, and individuals for their unwavering support. 
Our appreciation is extended to the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) whose technical 
and financial assistance has played a crucial role in making this symposium a success. Their sustained 
support has not only contributed to the success of this annual event but has also significantly 
strengthened the research and development capabilities of NBRO, enhancing ability to address 
evolving challenges in disaster management and resilience-building. 

I sincerely acknowledge and appreciate the contributions made by authors, presenters, panel members, 
moderators, and the Organizing Committee for the 13th Annual Research Symposium of NBRO. Their 
dedication ensures the success of the symposium and contributes to stimulating scientific dialogues 
and promoting inclusive, disaster-resilient actions both during the event and beyond.  

We look forward to another impactful symposium that builds on our legacy of research excellence and 
commitment to resilience. 

Foreword

Director General 
National Building Research Organisation

ENG. (DR.) ASIRI KARUNAWARDENA

January 2024



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Dennis Mombauer has more than a decade of experience in research, management, and administration 
in the development and the private sector. He is Director: Research & Knowledge Management of 
SLYCAN Trust, a non-profit think tank focusing on thematic areas related to climate change adaptation, 
risk management, finance, human mobility, and loss and damage, with a regional presence in Asia, 
Africa, and Europe. Dennis closely follows the UNFCCC negotiations and is a member of several global 
forums, networks, and technical expert groups. He has written or contributed to various research 
publications and regularly publishes in international and local media outlets. 

The impacts of climate change are increasingly felt across the world, leading to severe disruptions of 
societies, economies, and human lives and wellbeing. As a country at the frontlines of the climate crisis, 
Sri Lanka is faced with significant impacts to its economic growth, development, and prosperity, which 
are compounded by other global challenges. With a view at 2030 and beyond, it is therefore pivotal for 
the country to identify pathways towards building long-term resilience and effective strategies for 
national, sectoral, and local adaptation. Nine years after the Paris Agreement and more than 30 years 
after the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), there is a substantial 
body of knowledge, data, and learnings to build on, but also an increasing awareness of gaps and 
needs for research, impact assessments, and transformative action. These include, for example, a lack 
of robust methodologies for assessing climate-induced loss and damage, especially non-economic, 
slow-onset, indirect, and long-term aspects. Similarly, measuring adaptation success and planning 
systemic adaptation that goes beyond individual interventions remain important challenges. Globally, 
2024 will be a key year for climate action with the operationalization of bodies such as the Santiago 
Network and the Loss and Damage Fund under the UNFCCC; continued work on the Global Goal on 
Adaptation; and a new collective goal for climate finance. Sri Lanka can make significant contributions 
to these processes and pioneer domestic solutions that connect to the UNFCCC and other relevant 
frameworks, such as those on disaster risk reduction and sustainable development. Evidence-based 
climate action and resilience-building present critical opportunities for scaling up investment, mobilizing 
resources for green growth, and developing innovative and inclusive mechanisms that can protect 
vulnerable communities, assets, and infrastructure. 

 

 

 

 

Keynote Speaker

Director / Research & Knowledge Management
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